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Big-case attorney young but skilled
Seen as hard worker but ‘'normal guy.' Going after Highlands Act, picking up kudos along the way.
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By TOM QUIGLEY
The Express-Times

A Hackettstown area attorney challenging the constitutionality of the state's Highlands Act is being honored
for his leadership and courtroom record.

The New Jersey Law Journal's annual "40 Under 40" program recognizes 40 New Jersey lawyers younger
than 40 years old and among this year's honorees is John J. Abromitis.

A 39-year-old partner with Courter, Kobert & Cohen, Abromitis handles litigation primarily involving real
estate, commercial and insurance law for corporate clients. His client list includes builders Toll Brothers Inc.
and K. Hovnanian and Hackettstown-based candy manufacturer Mars Inc.

One of his most publicized victories came recently when Abromitis won the right to take depositions from
former Gov. James McGreevey and former Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Bradley
Campbell regarding the Highlands Act.

"The Highlands Act has resulted in immeasurable harm to farmers and other citizens of Northwest New
Jersey," Abromitis said. "We will do our best to have this unfair and unconstitutional legislation overturned."

Just a regular guy
Michael S. Selvaggi, another partner in the firm, works closely with Abromitis.

"John is one of the hardest working attorneys in the firm," Selvaggi said. "He's probably one of the most
astute in terms of recognizing the issues (in a case), addressing them and arguing them."

On the personal side, Selvaggi described Abromitis as a "regular guy, a guy you can talk baseball, football
and golf with."

"He's also a good husband and father," he said. "People forget that we all have families. He and his wife,
Eileen, are just good people. That sounds cliche but he's the genuine article.”

Abromitis recently made headlines in a failed lawsuit seeking to force the Warren County Board of Chosen
Freeholders to fix up the county's overcrowded courthouse in Belvidere. Abromitis represented the Warren
County Bar Association in that case.

His work also drew media attention when he successfully represented a Warren County landowner seeking
to force JCP& L to repair utility poles and lines on his property. The case could have far-reaching effects
involving property owners in similar situations.

"When you look at the qualifications of the other people who were included in the top 40, | was pleasantly
surprised to be included in that group," Abromitis said.

He said a good attorney is attentive to his clients, responds to them on a timely basis and prepares his
cases well.

"We also try to give back to the community through various organizations," he said. "I do feel some sense of
obligation to the community. | grew up in Warren County."

Reporter Tom Quigley can be reached at 908-475-8184 or by e-mail at tquigley@express-times.com.
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